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Important Bird Areas in the Caribbean – Puerto Rico

■■■■■ Site description
Karso del Sur IBA covers the dry forest zone from Guánica
to Ponce along the southern coast of Puerto Rico. It includes
the Guánica Dry Forest (biosphere reserve) containing a well
preserved and exceptionally diverse dry subtropical forest with
xerophytic vegetation on karst soils. The IBA includes marine
areas (and a number of cays) up to 1 km from the coast.

■■■■■ Birds
The forests and shrubland in this IBA are home to 19 (of the 23)
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands EBA restricted-range species
(11 of which are island endemics), including the largest known
population (c.20% of the total) of the Critically Endangered
Puerto Rican Nightjar Caprimulgus noctitherus. The IBA also
supports a regionally significant breeding population of Roseate
Tern Sterna dougallii. Small numbers of Brown Pelican Pelecanus
occidentalis nest on Don Luis Cay—one of the few nesting
locations for the species in Puerto Rico.

■■■■■ Other biodiversity
The herpetofauna includes the Critically Endangered Puerto
Rican crested toad Bufo lemur, and the endemic blue-tailed

ground lizard Ameiva wetmorei. The IBA has more than 700
plant species including the Critically Endangered Woodbury’s
stopper Eugenia woodburyana, Vahl’s boxwood Buxus vahlii
and Puerto Rico manjack Cordia rupícola, and the Endangered
lignumvitae Guaiacum officinale and Stahlia monosperma.

■■■■■ Conservation
Karso del Sur IBA includes the state-owned and legally
protected Guanica State Forest (Puerto Rico’s second
UNESCO-designated biosphere reserve) and Bahia Ballena
Natural Reserve, but also privately owned lands. The land in
this IBA is variously used for conservation, research, pasture,
tourism and recreation. Since 1973, annual bird migration
studies have been carried out in the Guánica State Forest.
The NGO Coalición Pro Bosque Seco Ventanas Verraco, is
promoting the integration of Punta Verraco, Ventanas and
Cerro Toro (currently in private hands) into the Guánica
protected area. A wind energy project threatens the effective
conservation of this IBA. Habitat loss and degradation is
occurring as a result of housing and industrial development,
invasive species, water pollution and human disturbance.
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PR010 Cordillera Central

COORDINATES 18°10’N 66°37’W
ADMIN REGION Orocovis, Ciales, Jayuya,

Juana Díaz, Ponce, Utuado, Adjuntas,
Peñuelas, Guayanilla, Yauco

AREA 18,250 ha
ALTITUDE 220–1,338 m
HABITAT Forest, introduced/exotic vegetation

State Forest/Protected Natural Area/Unprotected

■■■■■ Site description
The Cordillera Central IBA embraces the forested mountains
of central Puerto Rico, creating an ecological corridor between
five protected areas. These forests, classified as subtropical
humid forest are characterised by high annual rainfall and
relatively low temperatures. The IBA includes the mountains
of Cerro Punta (1,338 m) and Monte Guilarte (1,204 m), and
several north-flowing rivers, such as the Arecibo River,
traverse the IBA.

■■■■■ Birds
This IBA supports populations of 16 (of the 23) Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands EBA restricted-range species (12 of
which are island endemics), including the Puerto Rican
Tanager Nesospingus speculiferus (an endemic, monotypic
genus) which occurs in relatively few of the IBAs. The forests
are important for a number of wintering Neotropical
migratory warbler species (including Magnolia Warbler
Dendroica magnolia, Cape May Warbler D. tigrina and Black-
throated Green Warbler D. virens), and the endemic Sharp-
shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus venator subspecies (classified
as critically endangered by DNER) occurs in the Toro Negro
and Guilarte state forests within the IBA.

■■■■■ Other biodiversity
The herpetofauna at this IBA include the Critically
Endangered Eneida’s coqui Eleutherodactylus eneidae, the
Endangered melodius coqui E. wightmanae, and the common
coqui E. coqui, barred anole Anolis stratulus, emerald anole
A. evermanni and Puerto Rican boa Epicrates inornatus.

■■■■■ Conservation
Cordillera Central IBA includes state owned and legally
protected lands in the form of Toro Negro State Forest,
Guilarte State Forest, Bosque del Pueblo, Río Encantado
Protected Natural Area, and Tres Picachos State Forest, but
also areas in under private ownership. Land-uses include
conservation, research, agriculture and recreation, with a
number of urban areas sited within the IBA. The NGO Casa
Pueblo leads activities focused on protection, education and
natural resources management at Bosque del Pueblo. The
major threats are habitat loss and degradation from housing
and industrial development, invasive species, water pollution
and human disturbances.
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PR009 Karso del Sur

COORDINATES 17°58’N 66°50’W
ADMIN REGION Guayanilla, Guánica, Yauco,

Guayanilla
AREA 8,162 ha
ALTITUDE 1–240 m
HABITAT Forest, shrubland, coastline, rocky areas,

wetlands, introduced/exotic vegetation

State Forest/Natural Reserve/Biosphere Reserve/Unprotected
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